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The Book Smart Cities: Social and Environmental Challenges and Oppor-
tunities for Local Authorities is for anyone interested in the future of urban living.
The book provides insights and practical advice for navigating the complex inter-
section of technology, society, and the environment to build cities that are not only
smart but also humane and sustainable.

This Book critically examines the potential pitfalls of technology-led ur-
ban development, including issues of privacy, surveillance, and the digital di-
vide. The multidisciplinary approach of the book is one of its strong features.
This includes threads from urban planning, environmental science, information
technology, and social policy, and it offers a holistic view of the smart city land-
scape. This perspective is crucial for understanding the multifaceted challenges
that cities face in the age of digital transformation. The editors used case studies
and theoretical explorations that highlight both the challenges and the innovative
solutions emerging on the smart city horizon.

Edited by Fateh Belaid and Anvita Arora, the book is a common work
of experts who bring their unique perspectives on the smart city phenomenon,
chapter by chapter. These contributors explore the gap between technology, soci-
ety, and the environment, by focusing on what it means to be a 'smart' city nowa-
days.

The book offers conceptual conclusions about smart cities, underscoring
the pivotal role of digital technologies in reshaping urban landscapes. It presents
an articulate discourse on how these technologies facilitate the creation of sustai-
nable, efficient, and citizen-centric urban environments. Through a series of re-
searched chapters, the authors and editors delve into the evolution of urban spaces
in the digital era, highlighting both the opportunities and challenges that emerge
from technological advancement with urban development.

A significant impact of this book is in its comprehensive examination of
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the environmental implications of smart cities. The authors provide an analysis
of how smart technologies can be leveraged to solve and prevent environmen-
tal degradation, promote sustainable practices, and enhance resilience to climate
change. This discourse is enriched by case studies.

The thematic exploration extends to governance and policy-making topics
in the era of smart cities. The book critically assesses the dynamics of power, par-
ticipation, and accountability, urging a reevaluation of governance structures to
ensure they are inclusive, transparent, and conducive to citizen engagement. This
impact underscores the necessity of evolving policy frameworks that can adapt to
technological change.

The book focuses on the view of smart city initiatives across different cul-
tural and geographical contexts. This comparative approach not only enriches the
reader's understanding of the global landscape of smart cities but also highlights
the diversity of strategies employed to address urban challenges worldwide.

The book is structured around key themes that include the evolution of
smart cities, the role of digital technologies in urban planning, the importance of
sustainable and eco-friendly initiatives, and the impact of governance and policy
in shaping urban futures. Each chapter contributes to a broader understanding of
how smart cities can address environmental and social challenges while highligh-
ting the potential for local authorities to leverage technological advancements for
the benefit of their communities, citizens, and neighbourhoods.

Despite its broad scope and insightful analysis, the book sometimes falls
short in critically examining the socio-economic disparities that can be exacerba-
ted by technology-driven urban solutions. While the transformative potential of
smart technologies in urban planning and governance is essential, it occasionally
ignores the digital divide and the uneven distribution of technological benefits.
The book could benefit from including a deeper analysis of strategies to mitigate
socio-economic inequalities within a smart city. A critical analysis of the ethical
implications of data collection, storage, and use in urban management would con-
tribute to a deeper discussion. It would be valuable to explore the balance between
using data for urban improvements and protecting individual privacy rights while
providing guidelines for the ethical management of smart cities.

The environmental impact from a point of view is another area that should
have a more critical approach. While the book effectively encourages the environ-
mental benefits of smart cities, for example, reduced carbon footprints and impro-
ved resource efficiency, authors could further explore the lifecycle environmental
costs of these technologies.

Smart Cities: Social and Environmental Challenges and Opportunities
for Local Authorities in its depth offers a panoramic view of the challenges and
opportunities inherent in the transition towards smarter, more sustainable urban
environments. The book's impact is in its role to catalyse dialogue among a diver-
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se array of stakeholders, from government officials and technology providers to
community organizations and the public (citizens). By promoting a collaborative
approach to urban development (based on smart technologies), the book under-
scores the importance of inclusivity and stakeholder engagement in creating such
cities that are not just technologically advanced but also socially equitable and
environmentally responsible.

The publication stands out for its ability to inspire innovative thinking
even through a collection of case studies, theoretical explorations, and practical
applications about the potential transformations that await cities around the globe.
In essence, the significance and impact of this book are in its comprehensive and
multifaceted exploration of the smart city paradigm. It not only equips its readers
with the knowledge to understand and navigate the challenges of urban digital
transformation but also inspires others with a vision of what cities can become
through the implementation of technology. As such, it is an invaluable resource
for anyone creating more liveable, sustainable, and equitable urban spaces.

Smart Cities: Social and Environmental Challenges and Opportunities
for Local Authorities makes a timely and critical contribution to the discourse
on smart urban development. At a moment when cities around the world are
grappling with unprecedented challenges, not only from climate change but also
from resource scarcity with impact to social inequality and rapid urbanization,
this book offers a way to prevent it and let’s say, a solution. It provides not just
a compendium of challenges and opportunities but also acts as a guidebook for
urbanists, stakeholders, citizens, and researchers.

The editors, Fateh Belaid and Anvita Arora, along with a group of contri-
butors, have skillfully multifaceted nature of smart cities. Through their collective
efforts, they present a narrative that is both rich in detail and broad in scope, cove-
ring the technological, environmental, and social dimensions of smart urbanism.
This book can provide a rethinking of traditional approaches to urban planning
and development.

Furthermore, the book's practical guidance and insights are particularly
valuable for practitioners (mostly) in the field. By bridging the gap between theo-
ry and practice, this book empowers policymakers, urban planners, and commu-
nity leaders with the tools and solutions, with the knowledge needed to implement
smart city initiatives effectively not only in cities but also in their neighbours.

In conclusion, Smart Cities: Social and Environmental Challenges and
Opportunities for Local Authorities stands as a pivotal work in the evolving narra-
tive of urban development. It successfully charts a course toward a future whe-
re technology and innovation are harnessed to create urban spaces that are not
only efficient and resilient but also deeply attuned to the needs and well-being
of their inhabitants (citizens). As cities continue to grow and evolve, the insights
and guidance offered by this book will undoubtedly play a crucial role in shaping
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their development, making it an indispensable resource for anyone engaged in the
work of implementation for smarter, more sustainable urban future areas.

Acknowledgment

This contribution was financially supported by the Ministry of Education of the
Slovak Republic and its grant scheme KEGA (project entitled "004UCM-4/2023
Education for Smart Slovakia").

Andrej Kona

Institute of Political Sciences and Public Administration
Faculty of Social Sciences

University of Ss. Cyril and Methodius in Trnava
andrej.kona@ucm.sk

ORCID-iD: 0000-0002-6028-1452

Slovak Journal of Public Policy and Public Administration, vol.10 2/2023
190



